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AS pert of the training of group day care workers in 
Denmark, training programs have i>een developed for each of the seven 
different types of day care centers. The theoretical education for 
each program is provided in four seminariums; practicum experiences 
occur in an actual day care facility. Each seminarium trains students 
in the care of only one age group of children. They include: (1) 
creches- children from 0 to 3 years of age; (2) kindergartens- 
children from 3 to 7; and (3> freetime- children and adolescents from 
7 to 18. A fourth seminarium trains a selected group of experienced 
seminarium graduates to be leaders of child care institutions or 
practicum teachers in day care centers. Individual carriculums of the 
seminariums are influenced by governmental lavs regulating the number 
of hours of theox-etical instruction in specific subject areas as veil 
as practicum experience. Student-related topics examined in this 
report include selection, qualification, evaluation, organizations 
and job placement. Teacher qualifications and a description of some 
physical features of the facilities are also presented. Discussion of 
some training problems and implications of this training system for 
programs in the United states conclude the report. (SDB) 
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A pre viol' s report "Group Day Csre in Denmark: A century 
and a Half of 2xperi<?nce*' described group day care programs 
in Lexmark, ^ This report will describe the training of those 
working in such day care centea^s. 

As described in the previous report, group day care in 
Denmark is divided into 4 types of iastitutioass creches for 
children 0-3 years, full day kindergartens for children 
3-7 years, afterschooX •» free-time" centers for children 
7 - 14 years, end youth clubs for children 14 - 18 years* Bach 
of theoe types of institutions has a different system of 
training. There is, s \'?ill be seen, some overlap in administration 
and teaching programs as well as a move, at present, to increase 
considerably this overlapping. Nevertheless at the present time 
it is necessary to consider each a separate training program. 

The training of group day care workers takes place primarily 
ill a series of aeminariuas scattered throughout Denmark. These 
sei?inariuros j^re completely separate from the teachers colleges 
which train elementary and secondary school teachears. As with 
almost all programs in Denmark, the seminariums were first started 
by private individuals who recognised the need, sought and 
obtained government support, and developed highly individualistic 
institutions. As day care grew, so too did the seminariums, 
new ones popping up here and there. Gradually the government 
began setting standards for these institutions and developing 
coordination among their training programs. 

In lo85 the first ceminarium in Denmark for the training 
of day care workers opened its doors. This Proebel Seroinarium 
in Copenhagen for the training of full-day kindergarten teachers 
has been in continuous operation ever since. All-day kindergartens 



* It is recommended that the reader revie'-K this previous report 
prior to reading the present report. 
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had already been in operation ix\ Dciiat«rk for ro^^iiy decades. 
In 1899 th^ firct nulo r^tuacnt enrolled in v. cc*-:^innriuc. She 
nwn"b<?r ana sise ox" kind£Tr;:a*ten ccR.iiifirivns, hov:ever, reis^ained 
very snail. 2i-.ir-t;y yor.rr j^^tc tr.ore vere only 4 cuch seminnriuar. 
in J>eii!nnrk--alX i:incto.r,^rten o or.inariuffls— ond cr.ch sseininariuin 
had ito ovai educrticnDl vhilos^ophy. One v. ass religious oponsiored 
f!nd oriented, one v-ac conoerviitive in sprroach, one ^^c'n auite 
radical and one ras bar.od on the tesichingo of the Danish 
philonopher^-cducator Grvmtvis. Althot^ri^ they received heavy 
pjovemisent substidrr there v^ere no written goals for the sesiinariuius, 
each one had its om progran and seirinarium teachers had essentially 
coroplete freedom 3Ji what and hov-- they taught , While these 
serins riusjs primarily trained workers for t*-^: all-day kindergartens,, 
they also tr33J\ed people who later became le: /ersi of the creches - 
mid afterschool clubs \PM.ch hpve operpted in i3emnark cdJice th© 
irdddle of the la^t century. 

a'he end of V/orld v/ar II saw the beginning of an explosion 
in day cnre in Denaark for children of all a.^eo.. In 1945 a 
yoi^ng chemical ennincer started the f ir^t youth club in Denmark 
*£.nd built the firr.t, nov; v:orld renovo:!, "skranimelle^eplads" or 
adventure playfcroxind. By 1949, v^'hen the firat low concerning 
youth clubs vfao ^9vvcd and the hstional Asnocir.tion of Youth 
Clubs v-ac formed, there v;ero 33 youth clubs. Today there are 
over 900 youth clubs in Denmnrk. While the kind ^rgarten aemaoaariums 
began to expand, it was clear that thece semineriums could not 
meet the increaaan,- need for vorkors in ell-day kindergartens 
Duch less^ r,ur.ply trained 'A'orkerG for the rapidly expanding 
aftercchool clubs and youth cluba. Consequently in 1952 a nev^ 
type of sentinarlum svao eotpblished— the "Fritidr." or freetine . 
sen-in&iriur) for the traininr of workers in aftercchool clubs 
and :/outh clubs. Thus for the pact 20 yea^-a this new type of 
semimariun has developed sepc^rately froir th? kindergarten 
eer^inarium. At the time of writing there are, then,l6 kindergarten 
ceminariuas, 5 freetime sen^inariums and 6 coipbined kindergarten 
and free time sen^inoriuns in Denmark. 

keanwiiile the 1940' c and 1950' s aav.- a similar rapid expansion 
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of the crechor. in Di?iir/32'k. i rior to «orld aer II tlie onlsr 
trfilrting required fof !2 vjoi'ivcr i*i the croche v^pr. 6 months 
practical on th^ ,iob trnininrr. By 1951 ins^rvice tmlning 
proiTrn.TS for worker? i^i tho crochcs^ bep:nn to G3:pnnd. Two yearn 
0f pr:ict:.cal training ^'.'as required combined with 100 hotirs of 
theory' in ev^^ning s^chool* Finally in 1963 the first seCTlacirium 
for this type or worker vms establifished, 5?here are novs 10 such 

« 

creche scninariiiasJ scattered across Demnark. 

At present v^e fijid no lesc thnn 7 different training pro grains 
for workers in 7 types of day care centers: creches, kindergaartens, 
afterschool Clubs, youth clubs, day care centers for mentally 
retarded, day care centei^ for physically handicapped, and day 
care in residential homes for normal children without a fsmily. 
The 3 types of sessinariuias {creche, kinderi;£^rten and freetime) 
provide the br.sic training for all 7 types of programs but each 
prograin has its onn trainings: reauirements, The situation is 
fiirthc^r coBplicated by the far • that the Ministry of Social 
Affairs is re^onsible for the training of dsy care workers in 
creches, nientally rrtrrded centers, physically handicapped 
centers and rer.idential hoiDOS while the i.:inistry of Education 
is responsible for the traininf?: of day care workers in kindergartens 
aftorschool clubs and youth clubs. 

Content of Teaching Proiaraps 

At present the 3 t.ypes of sesiinariums each have their own 
curriculu*tj. The law specifies the number of hours the students 
must h"ve in each theoretical subject as well as the number of 
hours of practical experience for each type of training. 

1, Creche gem3:nariuia 

This is a 3 year coxirse combining theory taught at the 
ser-inarium and practice taken at selected training? creches. The 
first year has 6 nonthc of theory followed by 4 months of practice 
in a training creche of the students choosing;. The second year 
begins with 3 months of theory/. The student nust then choose 
to specialize either in sraller children (0-18 months) or 
older children (18 - 36 Donths) and take 7 months of practice 
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in the appropriate :;V;C' ^rovp in a Irainin,^: crcchn. a'hc tVird 
yetiiV bor:lnr. rlth o m.-^nthr. of theory follov.-ed by 3 aonths of 
prrtcfcice end 1 :?onth of c.xan jnt^ti ontt. I'hir, final practice 
nay be taken, if decired, in a t^peciali7.ed day cr.re institution 
for pix%^sicall3' handicapped or meiittally retarded, Bocauoe some 
theoretical nntfrial is also {-Iven durin.^ the time in practice, 
the overall ratio of theory to practice during the 3 years is 
2 to 1. 

a'he miniaiua n\«aber of hours of theory to be presented 
during the 3 yesrs? ar. required by law of the students who choose - 
to specialise in the cs=-.re of children 0 - 18 months is ao followaj 
education and psychology 210 hours; infant care (play activities, 
anatomy, physiology, illnesses, hygiene, bacteriology, nutrition) 
204 hours; child v^elfare (child law, children's institutions) 
126 hours; liberal arts (anthropolofcy, sociology, international 
affairs, literatiire, music and art appreciation) 168 hours; 
creative nativities for infants (paper, drama, music, dance) 
173 hours; operation of institutions 84 hours; clectivea (danish 
lan^tuase^ physical education, ^,Tnnasticn, foreign language, 
photography, etc.) 128 to 390 hours. 

Ihe theory Given during the 3 ye?rs to students fe pec ializing 
in -;;he care of children 18 to 36 months is as follows; education 
and psycholo^::^ 418 hours; child welfare 114 hours; sociology 
57 hours; operation of Sjaatitutions ineludajif^ office v^ork and 
bonklseepinx: 57 hours; health and illness ( anatomy, physioloj^, 
hygciene, illnej.r.cs) 76 hours; liberal arte 152 hoixrs; creative 
activities for chilriren (paintin,-, paper, wood, leather, drama, 
music) 190 hours; electives 228 hours.. 

The theoreti cal ir^aterial is presented to the fbudents both 
b- full -tine se.-ninariujn teachers and by specialists who come to 
give lectures in special subjects. Kearly all presentations 
are of the informal lecture-discussion type, 'i'he teaching of 
creative activities is done in workshops in the seminartuja 
where the rtudents learn by doi^g. Students are admitted to the 
seminariuns in groups of 24.. vmile a seminariun may admit 
several nev. ^oups each year, each group has separate instruction. 
Teaching of theoretical subjects usually has 1 teacher (a teacheiw 
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otoident ratio of 1:24) v^hilc teachin^^ of creative actiTitles 
In worlcBhopa usu-^lly hns 2 tcr.chorr. (a teachei^student ratio 
of 1:12) 

Durinir th^ir pr5icticcal traLnin^ the students have o pmcticun 
teacher v.ho closely ppervi^eo all aspects of this work. This 
tcw<icher viDits the training cr^ch© to obnerve the students and 
discuns the Audenta pro^^ss with the workers and leader of the 
creche. Bach week the practic - teacher meets with the students 

the seninnrium for discuss, .s of their work. IJh© students 
ffiuat write detailed reports on their practice including, for 
exainplc, en intensive study of 1 child ^«^der their cere*. 
2^ Kinderftarten seminar iuig 

This is also a 3 yes^r course corabiJiins theory and 
practice, ^he first year has 6 months of theory follov^ed \^ 
4 nonthc of practice; the second year has 7 months of theory 
and 3 >onths of practice; the third year has 6 months of theory, 
3 cionths of prnctice and 1 month of exasiijiations. 

The theoretical teaching during the 3 years i^i the kindergarten 
ceninariun includes the follov^in^n: i.nand?.tcd by la^i^'j psychology 
193 hours; education 284 hours; sociolog:; 112 hours; health and 
c^ocial medicine 73 hours; music 132 hours; rnovement and gynmastxcs 
1X2 hours; workshops (music, paper, v^ood, ceramics, painting, 
v;eavxng) 263 hours; dramatics 91 Hours; nature (botony, zoology, 
Secirachy) 64 hours; speech 40 hour^:.; danish language 112 hoursy 
ethics 10 hours; study methods 30 hours; first aid 6 hours; 
interview tccimiques 10 hours; care of the physically handicapped 
and nentally retarded 30 hours; psyc^atry 12 hours; electives 
248 hours* 

The methods of teaching theory and practice are essentially 
the sane as those described for the creche seininariui«s. 

3, Freetiae secdnarium 

There are 2 separate training courses offered to 
those wishing to work in afterschool clubs and youth clubs. The 
first possibility is a 3 year, full-tiDe course at the freetiine 
seDinariu-n-^^ co^orse siinilc^r to thpt offered in the creche 
e,eini^ariu3 and the kindergarten ser^i^ariT^n.. The second training . 
possibility is an S^service course offered evenings to those 
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alreaay workinr i^i '^y-- clubs*. 

'fhc 3 r^t:i'^ i'ull-ti:.;c scnilnr»riuiii co^^j:*r.e alco coinbinca theory, 
and practice. fir?.t -onr hnc 5 rr.ontha of thottry^ 4 months 

of practice in a nora^.l siTterflChool or youth club nnd 1 nonth 
of elective, 'i'he second yctir hr.c the same cchtditl© except thnt 
the practice training, ic in a club for children and youth with 
special v>roble!::£5S rental re^tardsition, physical handicapo^ drug 
addiction, etc* The tliird year hac b months of theory f 3 
oonthG of practice in a settini? of the student's choice? 1 
vfeek of elective and 2 v^eeks of exainins^tions. During all 3 
years the student's ochediaes are st^sgered so that some receive 
theory while othera are in practice. This systeis mafces it 
possible for the ceninnrium faculty to tench theory to different 
groups all year and for the students to need a Dmaller number 
of practice training clubs. a:he theoretical teachin^^ mandated 
by lavf for the freetine seainariuiii ia the same as that described 
for the kindert^erten seLiinprium. I'he major difference is in 
the courses Jja creative activities of Cered in the workshops^ 
In thf fre< tiae ce.!:^ln:iritun vorlcohopr., in addition to the drama> 
Duciic, ceramlcr., rood, paper, painting, v/eavin^j found in the 
kindergarten jneniinnriiun, now also include cookin?^, sewing, 
machinery and auto mechanics.. The electives choocen by students 
in the froetiDC r-eniiniiriiin c're alr.o, of course, different froa 
other r.fti<iinari\niD. Uiiferent freetinie r-fDinariuan of for different 
electives anA ctudents nay chooce to take an elective from any 
of the reninnriuas. Elective^ include creative activities not 
normally oftcrcd ( rjh:»tofpra'ihy for e^c^nple) , obpervations in 
special settin'^r. ?uch ns raental hospitals, or the student nay 
receive approval for en elective of his o\m invention. During 
the second -ear one elective v;eek is r.'^ient traveling to after- 
school or youth club pro^rni^is in oth«r p vrts oC Denrnf^rk or, 
Dore commonly, in other countries such as Sweden or Oerroany* 

The second training: course offered is the inservice 
evening school for untrained staff already working in youth 
clubs., 'fhis cotu'se, called "Club Trnining** is usually given 
in the seniinrrltiJ buildin.Tis but has a separate odrainictration 
and separate recuiren:ents (althou.-h regular seziinariua teachers 
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v^hO' wii3h n)£iy "moonli-^ht" in evoninxr school) • Club trainitt^ ia 
RpoJicorcd b*'- the ;.?.tio:inl Or 5:^211 sntlon of Youth Qlubs toother 
witl: the loczl tornnhlps nni hi's brcii offered sine© 1959 
Af^plicjmtn r.ui*t be over 18 veara, fr^c of criminal records, 
have VJor!:ed at lcr.£«t 200 hoiirn in a youth club and hnve a 
letter of reccinr^ndation from their club leader* 

Club Training is a 2 yenr course, SECh year the trsinlng 
lasts for 9 months during which theory ie tauf^t for 3 hours 
each of 2 evenings a week for a total of 244 hours^ The 
eurriculuo for the first jf-oar is ao follows: psycholo^/education 
48 hours? eociolo^y and child law 50 hours j '•Club V/ork" { 
(historical developsent and miosis of youth clubs, methods of 
v»orking with teenagers including interview techniques, cose- 
v^ork tecimicues, etc.) 54 hours; speech 28 hours; study tecltniques 
8 hours; electives (woodshop, oetal shop, sewing and weaving, 
drasiatioc, jotimalisni, photography and audiovisual ) 56 hotu?s» 
In addition to this theory the f irrt year also includes: 2 
^ycekends? (to introduce covxse at beginning and conclude course 
at end of yenr) 20 hours? 8 visits to a variety of institutions 
(mental hospitals, drug addict pro^rs^irs, etc*) 16 hours; 
8 visits to youth clubs oth«»r than their own, 30 hoxirs; practical 
training (the student mutst work in a training youth club a 

♦ 

nininum of 1 evening a week during? the training year) 70 hours. 
The total P'ork for the first year is 380 hoiu»s. 

The curriculum for the second year of club training follows: 
psychology/educc^tion 42 ho;irsj sociology and child lav? 40 hours; 
art aptreciation (ausic, literattire, drama, filra arts, painting) 
64 hours; "Club iVork** (management of institutions, cooperation 
among staff, working v/ith parents, v^orking with other institutions) 
32 hours; sex education 10 hours; elocti\'es 56 hours.- The second 
year also includes the same v^eekends, visits to institutions, 
visits to youth clubs and practical training for a total work 
load of 380 hours. 

The youth club training course costs $12 a year and the 
students receive normal wages while working in the training 
youth club. Thus students, if iiecessar:,% receive normal full-time 
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Vita/rcti VJhi.lo Gair-r.-etir..'^ thi£v traininrc at ni^"ht aiid on tvee^cndtJ. 
Vhorc' nro no c:iar?inr'tiono rt ih<? end of training. ThP stuj'.cnt, 
on r^-cuec^t, ir /^Iven £i l-'tler inclicntin.qr tho ijencral oiialit.y of 
hifs work in tlir cour;-*."^ rnd in the .vo^ith club, 
4» Oontin-uation (Ac.N'^nord) Spmindriiai 

Individuals v^ho hnvp completed the 3 yenr cotirse in 
£1 creche semiJis^riiiia, kindergarten ceminariim or freetisje 
ncniaarinin and hvve a minisnsra of 3 yeari^ experience v/orkin^ in 
child care way a poly for a 1 year advanced course offered Ijy 
the secjinariiisi. This cotirse ±si desired for those ^ho vill be 
leadens of child csre institutions or practicum teachers in 
seninarimns. Applicants are selected for leadership qualities. 
!i?he 1 ye^r eovirr>e jncludes the f ollovfins mandated oourscv7orks 
educrtion 210 hours; psychology 210 hours; psychiatry 140 hours? 
child and youth welfare 140 hours; ijistitution mana^teroent 90 
hours; sociology 70 hours; health (public healthy personal 
he?\lth, se>: education) 35 hours; creative activities 70 hotirs; 
n:iacell3neouG (literature, librsrianship, othics, field visits) 
140 'hourn; elect ives 70 hours. This rives a total of 1175 
hours of trainini:. i.ost of the years work is theoretical, taught 
at the a?3in£!riua with a small a.DOunt of field training. At 
the end of the year is an intensive final exanination. 

students 

The infonaation belov^ on students apflies to all 3 typeo 
of sc.r;!inariui3s unless otlic-n^ise specified.. 

Apnliccints to the seoinnriuras nust have completed the 
Danish eauivrlent of Anerican hif^h school and have a mininun 
of 1 year's c:xperience bi^yond hirJi school. V/hile earlier it 
v^as required that thin experience be related to c hild care, this 
is no lon/rer true. In fact, it is preferred if the applicant's 
e3cperience has been in the reneral coimnunity or industry (the 
"real world")* There are no education requirements for applicants 
to the youth club training program (see pas^e 7)# 

Until recently each s!?iiJinariuin selected its uwn students. 
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ffiiifi .produced ;i chnotic situation with doaeno of apulicante 
for or\ch oprnlnT, dtfferi'ni. selection proccdurea for esch 
s<?niiii.nritu.i iinCi i-.tudcntti ani lyin.:: to many fc'.cinintlrtumr., Kon the 
5.:ini£4try o.C tiaucatioii har. cenl:r'iXi?.oct and nysteaatised the 
ael«>ction piu-jcedure. All appliconto fill out a farsi a^d receive 
a 5«core ur.in^ a point syatetn bnccd on their education and 
oxporicnoo. tJinco there are 4 times:? aa nany apnlicnts aa 
places, thoFC with the highest scores, in {general, are accepted*. 
'J he final selection is made a com:.iittee composed of seminarixaa 
Icodort? ond cjeniinariuis students; . ^ho applicants lint the 
ECiainariui.ia of their choice and are aanigned to a se^ninarium 
by the l^inistry. Students may later transfer bet'«veen sesiinariuos 
vfht.m openings are available • 

All 3 t:«rpeD of senjinariiinis; are interested in attract j.ng 
quality dale ap' licants. 'fhere is more of a tradition in 
Denxnark for r.o.n to enter the teaching profeccion— approxirostel^y 
half of elenientary school teaohern iji Dennsnrk are men. Half of 
the* students in the freetime seninariirasi are alno aen, ^Dhe 
nvovoDent of nicn into youi'i/^er child care, hovf ever, har. been 
sloFer. Althou^rh the first mm v^as adwitted to a seminariuin in 
1890, there vore only occar.ional male atudents until about 10 
years a^^o. For the pnst 3 yenrc aporoxiraately one-third of 
the tjtudenta in the kinder r-£^rt en aeir-ineriuua are nen. On the 
other hand the creche t-tesninariuTia adnitted the firr.t male 
student .iucit 4 years r.go. Only about lO/^ of sstudents in the 
creche aeminariu.-na at present are men. It ia cornmon for a roan 
interc'jted in the por-aibility of ap'^lyin.r^ to a creche coninariuitJ 
to worl: for a tln>e in a creche firr.t to aee if he is auited for 
tiie \"orfc* Becr.uae children froD brolren homes and children of 
single notherc hnve hirrh priority for places in day care centers, 
many centers h-ive half or rnore of the children from fatherless 
homes* For thia reason the creche semineriums v^ould like to 
attract even more nen into this work* A coincidental fact has 
helped in attracting more nen into child core. Denmark has & 
military draft for all yoimg men. Those not wishing to be in 
the military jnay fulfill their obligation by \^orking for 2 years 
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in a i^oven-Lnc^nt c!:^on;*ored ccr^/icc pi'*of:rftn of their chcooin;^* 

:iit»'i h-'.-r^ choc^en to vor!: "it^i children nnl h:r/e, an a result, 
l^^ter enrolled in ?. I'v.-'in'ri.nr? t-."v i7.-!kc tliio thoix* career, 

.ihilo r-.vnr clv-icntr ;:o to 3 son:j.norium directly from htr^i 
school (r.i'toi-* 1 y'j^-^r frcr^crietice) , it in alr.o comr.ion for ncople 
to be attrr.ctel "^o tr.ln rorl: ?.fter a nimber of ye^-'.rsi of other 
v.'ori: or p5f'r:if.t?r. Di'ter h'^.rln,^ children of their ov?n» In one 
sie!rin?rl\iin ve visited ll^i of the students were over 27 ye^rs 
of a^^e and one-sixth of the studeiite had 2 or more children. 

Only 1 forLial exsinin'ation is given to ceLiiiiariuin students-— 
nt the end of the 3 year courcie. Each theory teacher and practicuo" 
teacher, honevcr, fillc out a rating form at the end of each 
period of instruction. At the end of the first and second year 
a corasjittee including faculty and students meets to consider 
students who ?re do in poorly, xhe student attrition r-.te 
during tho 3 ye?*r c-xzrse is apror-'timrtely 3 to 5/^ but fev of 
thcce lenve for ncado:.iic recsonc. 

i'he Ir-' nip^idate?. t!i*t each r.eminnrium shall htiye a j^tudent 
counselor, Ono of the train tackr. of thin covinselor is to assist 
the students in S!rran,q:inf: for their financial oupr.ort. The only 
cost to t:ie ntuaenta beyond li>:ln{^ coBts is boolca the seininariuffis 
are tuition- free,. A student needr, approxiiiiBtely $3000 for basic 
living expenses eaoh year. The ,<;ovemment provides students? 
with a stipend on a sliding scale based on a^^e and need, 
Apr»ro::i3ately one-third of the students receive the maximum 
stipend of JlpOO a yc-'r. Half of this stipend is a free ^^ift 
and the oihr-r half is a very lo'r interest loan to be paid off 
v?ithin 10 ye?.rs after completion of educMtion, Since this 
basic stipend covers only about half of living costs, students 
may also receive loons of up to j51300 a year from another special 
Itovemsent fund. By v'ork3.nn during the suipmer or perhaps evenings 
in a youth club, nnny students do not need an additional loan. 
Furthermore, students in special circumstances, such as single 
mothers, can receive incoDe from other sources. It is the 
responsibility of the student counselor to be a?/are of all potential 
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aourcer. ox" Incorre f^r ^tuaontr-, Ar. n rer.iilt of all of the 
abovo poctr.ibillTior., anr c-uudcnt who really wiph^^o to attend a 
oea^innrivin v?ill be ±1^ to i'ind r.uf?lcient fiutdE? to do so. 

Studonta !ra.y bcionf: to a nr.tlonnl orK^i^ii^f^tion of 
seninari-urt r.tud€*nt:o. Tsie purpose of tlu^ orgsnir.otlon is to 
improve the educ. tlon of the studentr by sponcorin^ educational 
nctivitics and by lobb^^ins for changeD v/ithin the s?emlnarium3« 
V/oekly meetings of the orf^^nization ?re held in the aeminariuD 
an^. a ncvfsletter "Bf^m oc Unge" (Children end Youth) ic published _ 
4 times a year. 

iVhat happens to those who have completed their training 
The seinini'riuas do not assist the graduates in job placenent* 
Job placement, ho\"ever, is not a problem txv. there are more 
openinc^s than apnlicantc and grnduatea can picic and choose, 

Do mciny .graduates leave the field of child csre? Pollo«up 
studies hnvc qhov^ th?t 2 yoarr. Pfter c:2:'P<3.uPtion lOfo are not 
7/< -^Irinr in this field. But 5 yc^.rc after jrr^duotion the 
attrition rate ir. r.till 10,v. • Invcctinntion revealr. that 
individuals 2ir.y lenve tetnDorarily-— for prefsitincy, extended 
forei/.T- travel, etc.— but moct return X^^ter to -this work r^ith 
verj^ fe\v ler.vinn th^ field peraianently.. 

•Ahat exictr. in the vay of a career ladder? There are tvo 
main por.cibilitien. Gradu^.tec: may ap'..ily to the Advance 
Eeminariuin described previously, ^his .yearr. ctudy prepares them 
for positin>i3 nr. leaders of day care centera or other children* a 
institutions or as practicum teachers in the seminarium. The 
second possibility is for seminarium graduates to apply for 
study at the university. If a seminnrium student shows exceptional 
promise, p-trticularly in theoretical subjects, he may get a 
letter from the seminariiun director which '^'ill allow him to 
matriculate at a university, e-^en if he has not completed the 
gymnasium course (Danish equivalent of Junior college) usually 
required. Furthermore, since^the Banish university system 
students tal:e examinations when they feel prepared, seninarium 
graduates often find they can advance more quickly through a 
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university. ,\ vinlv?rr.it:: dcrrec will prepare ntudonts to teach 
theorotic-.d subject/, -it tii.'^ r.9:nin:iriius or ^^o into other advanced 
i'ields in child •.••elx'iire, education, po.vcholo^:y, etc, 

Tenoherr. 

The scrnin^iriitn director and theorj- teachers h?ve tmiversity 
training:. Tencherr. in char^ie of the field training are 
r-eninnrium tf^rsdustes v?ith a number of years of experience in 
child cnre in55tit\\tions plus the adied year ot the advanced 
sen.ini>riu3i. In addition, all teachers attend special inservice 
training courses? in teeching methods. 

Phygical facilities 

The. seriin^riuDS hfive r.mall claos^roons; a ftytmsaiizm for 
lar^fte nieetin,f^ and for teaching gyinnastico, dencins, etc.; 
cpearato, fully equipped shon roonjo for mucic, vood, ceramics, 
pcv^inc, v^eavin.T> etc.; teacher's offices; ond a otudent lounge 
fnd cefet-?ria. 

It ir. difficult to convey in writing the tf3;encral wilieu 
of the oeinin^Firiuns; it ir. informal, friendly i3nd yet indusstriouc- 
a beehive of activity. In one seminsriun we visited, some of 
the cfcudontr. had their ovna children at their cide vhile they 
worked but this did not appear to detract from the serious 
businewr. ol hsnd. The \*?am? rapport betv^een students s^nd faculty 
If. ininediotely apparent— rll one, big, hepv;y, hardrortcing f^Dily. 



Problems 

The explosion of dry crre services in the post 30 yeors in 
Denmark and the consequent scramble of the ijrainin^: prograros to 
provide adequate nuicbers of workers has, q;iite nstiirally, 
produced several problems in the training of day cs^re workers. 
The first problem is the multiplicity of day care training 
programs snd the dichotomous sovemcient adrjinistration of 



them .(roe p:^."rc 3). After rn e::t«?iirtivc annlyrlr. of this problom, 
a opecii»I •_':o%"o:;:i.-'v?iit ivLud:; ooiiinii;.-:^.!^: Iilu: rcconir.endod s scries 
.of clinnt':er» in tho odiic 'tion of d:»y, crro •.•orlcorc v;hich viill 
become cffi'ctive i:i 1V73. nrnduoliy the : inifitry of iiductition 
v.'ill ascmme rrc:ponr.ibili ty for all thece training prograirs, 
•rhc. firr.t jroor of trciininp: in oil 3 tyres of ceminari^iiss vill 
be the nnnie. In the r.ccoiid yexir the trairing vtill ba more age- 
Dpecific btit it ^•?ill alco bo pos^-ible for students to hnve 
field trcinin^: in the now, vertically froupod day care centers 
(spe the report on group day core) and in thin way prepare for 
v^ork in tho Sfje- integrated day care centers. In the third year 
students interested in "Epecialissing** in the care of the 
phyfsically handicapped, mentally retarded or rer>identir.l centers 
v^iil receive special training, With thestc ner ohan^^s much a6re 
overlap in to?chin£; ^'^ill occur in all the sersinerituns^ the 
training; profranict rfill be more sttmdarised, and eventually 
graduates will either be "c^'ne^ra lists** capable of caring for 
norr-ial children of all p^^cs or "specialii^tD" trained to care for 
abnorstal children. 

i'hece ch-^nrcD vrill iielp to improve another problem v'hich 
the ren^inr>riV;tJr, nov.* face. At present the E*ein3Ji-^riuj3J teachers 
fi.nd there sre tvro mnin types of students in the ceninariuasj 
about one-third of the etudents are most interested in the 
field v?orl: and the practical side of child care and usually 
chooae to v^ork in rev^ular da.y care pro-rrainc. About two- thirds 
of the students are most interested iji i;ho theoretical issues 
in child care and the problerns of abnorsjal children end usually 
choose to work in special day care institutions, loental hospitals 
for children, proo^^ans for drurt-addicted youth, etc. Because of 
this and also becai^re vork in rot^ulrr day care centers earns less 
pay with longer and niore irregular hours than specialized 
institutions, the ser:»inariuDS are finding that too many graduates 
STQ to v^ork in specialised institutions and not enouf^h go to 
repxilar day care center rork. It is hoped that wiith the changes 
in the educational system and chnn^es in pay schedules, t^is 
problem rill improve. 
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A t'liri rroblerr h'^s b?rn th<» inability of the troin-in.^: 

•''or the croc ho.-., Izindcrgartonr. ;ind nftercchool clubr. the lav 
sa.ya tlti-t -he vorkers r,UL-t be trained, if pocsible. At the 
T^rccent ti:rc. r.;?rro::in?tcly o'A of the vjorlce.ra in these programs 
are not trnmed. As nevs? dny ci^re centers? are built ^ if not enough 
trolncd worlzorc ere available, the local tov,-nship nust decide 
.whether to open the center vfith eone iintrDined v»orkers or v*ait 
until »ore trained workers are available, '//ith the present 
plan for cont3.nued expansion of seminariuisa it is predicted 
thsit by 1980 there v^ill be enough trained 7?orkers for ell the 
creches, kinciergsrtens and ofterschool clubs in Bennark^ 

A f i^al pro^ie^i is the dichotomy betv^^een the training of 
day core workers ?nd the training of elementary school teachers. 
At present there is no opportunity for contact between students 
from these two disciplines. O^his is recognized as a problca 
and, fortunately, a new pro g^rain is beginning to bridge this gap. 
This pro.^rrD is the so-culled "b/fmehave!clasDe" or kindergarten 
class' for children 5 to 7 years old. This class is located in 
the eler:entary school but is taught by kindergarten vforfcers 
from the day care centers, Seminnriuia students will be able to 
observe and have practical training in those classes. 

In nlic rations for the United States 

Demn-ri: has had consi.doroble experience with the traajijing 
of Y^'orkerc for day c-re services. There are many implications 
for the United States from this experience. The following 
list is not intended to be exhaustive but rather is intended 
to highlight some of these implications. 

1) Densiark has demonstrated the value of an empirical 
evolution of a trailing program for day care workers. This 
evolution includes the following elements: the service in 
question (i.e. day care) is provided at first by untrained 
people with an interest and apparent apptitude for this work? 
local leaders in the program begin to institute a variety of 



insci^'ioe tr-ilnl.v- rrnrrii.-r:::; indiviau'ilr or rvovi:^' r.trrt locnl 

traluin.": nt'.inl^rii- rrc ?et; caorcUnn^:ion nnd cooperation 
snonp: troini:::- -ro.~r:-;:s ir. rcl-ci.vcd vlth the aid of the 
novenracnt^ riucli a procpnr. 3llov£'. th« rcoverniren-^i to support 
trainin.^: p.nd i-r-ure rilniniun ctandi^rdc vhile ollo^-'iii?! for nr.::imitn 
froedoaj -^t the loc:'l level vrith regard to the trnirin,^ itself, 
fhic loc.ll freedofij premitci a vsriet.r of empirlc£il e::perinjents 
to take plncc in evolviuf: improved training of the ^rkers. 
I'he U.y. doc^ not need to v^ait tuitil s training; prograia for child- 
care vorkers ir. completely developeci before expanding child care 
services, l^ralning progrs^ms can srolve siniiltaneously v^ith the 
development of nervices, hopefully borrorin^ from the e-'tperience 
of others such the Danes. 

2) A s^econd principle from the Donich experience io the 
proper role of i^ovei-naent in these trciijain^ pro.rramsj. In 
Denmnri- the .^ovemaent provides hepvy subsidy and cetr. the 
r.tDndL'.rd!:5 for the pro-rtnrn. within these Gtondards the local 
institutions h'-ve relatively complete freedon: in the content 
of the training. For er.ample the l:^v' ni-ndPtes thttt students 
in the creche seminoriu-rnn nur.t h:ive 210 hours of theory in 
oducn-ion and pr.ycholo^r.' hut the locsl leaders nnd teachers in 
the rcrdnsritua decide rhst vill be tou.-ht during these 210 hours. 
•Xhic locol freedom allov^s for individual variations in the 
ce-inr riums ond freedom and flexibil ity in teaching programs. 

3) After 20 years of experience v-^ith teaching chi-'d care 
by a-e levelc the Donesi hr.ve concluded that it ir. better to 
coordinate training: progrr.inr> so that child care workers can be 
♦•-eneralists"— that is, work ^tith children of all ages. One 
vtould hope th?t the U.S. co-Jd benefit fro:n thir. experience in 
establiching new trainir.to pi^-graws. 

4) A leccon froa vhe Danish experie^ice which is of 
considerable importance to the U.S. is thot of training (or not 
training) peoole for different levels of v^ork in day care. 
This 1-cson is beautifully demonstrated in the youth club 
prosranj in Copenhagen. There are 350 people v^orking in youth 



- It 



club? in 0 :^rc':iVi:-< -on: .':0 ur? iroctine pordn^friu.TJ .mndunten; 80 
r.-re .rauth club tri I.ti rr;-.lu'i :cr.; 200 hnvc had oiil.y coveral recks 
of Inr.ojr/ico ■-rr:!i'ii-:~ co'.J.i*C'?r; 50 h'tve ind no "trainin/t. .'ic vfer© 
told i*crr'.v.clir t/vt ihir is n d<?rir?\i;lo orrcmrc^ront. Each level 
of itvorknr crv.i stpocial t:ilentr to hla vrorji:. One .youth club 
director i^e.r.ii^riiJ-n .Tradur^t?) caid thni; in his club it wan the 
V'orkorr, v'.io hitj cod<? into the* club off thr ntroot asking for 
rork nn5 :i':"!d received only the .youth club trainin^r nrograci who 
related noct effectively with the adolopconts. On the other hand 
the no^r^in-nriira joraduotes laiov*? the Ir^s, the social acjencies and 
hov? to run a center. One leader of the youth club noveroent in 
lXennR7.rk told ur- thot oometiises it is a mistake to overtrain a 
club rorl:er who has a natural interer.t and ability rith youth 
and can identify with the:n in a personal way. It is important, 
then, in traiiiinr: child c-i^re \^or!:ers to offer different levelc of 
training for different levels of v?orkerr:, 

5) Denusrk'a clii.ld chare traininr: isrograi;! hss been completely 
oepnrete froi:i the traiiiniT: of toGcherr. for elemrntory £5chool. They 
novt realii^e that thir: prevents? productive e::chnn{:e of inforniation 
and teclminuec and they are v'orliinj'; to brin.':: ther^e tro training 

clor.pr top:ether, Hoi^efully '.^e can avoid this dichotony. 

6) Uenmari: hno demonstrated that child care can be an 
attractive career with an effective career ladder. This profecjsion 
can alr.o appeal to mon. In apite of the rapid expansion of training 
prorcromct, there are alnayr. ma»ny more qualified applicants than 
places. In diocur.cinx^ thin with leaderr. of the training prograas 
they credit thir., at leaat in port, to the great iJitereat of 
youth tod^y in wori:ing vith people. Young Arjoricnns share this 
oamo intere-t. v-'e arc convinced that if the U.S. er.tablichee 
cimilar training pro^p^arnD r^e vill hnve no iiff iciaty finding 
people equally ea^er to join the field oT child care. 



